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The fifth deals with the knotty problem of "Claims Against the Na- 
tion" by foreigners, which has given so much trouble to Venezuela 
and to most of the other Latin American states, because of the effort 
of foreigners to hold the governments responsible for losses occasioned 
not only by the pubUc authorities, for which Uability is conceded, 
but also for losses caused by armed rebellion and other acts of violence 
which the officials were unable to prevent, and for which, he contends, 
they can not properly be held responsible. For such losses, he says, 
foreigners, as well as nationals, ought to depend on the courts, and 
not appeal to the diplomatic agents of the countries of their origin. 
The sixth chapter, on "Nationality," tells the various ways in which 
nationaHty in Venezuela may be acquired, — by naturalization, by 
marriage, by birth in Venezuela, the parents being foreign, and by 
the naturalization of parents. "International Penal Law" is the 
subject of the seventh chapter. It is a study of crimes committed 
outside of the territorial hmits but punishable in Venezuela. The 
extradition of criminals is included under this head. Chapter eight, 
"Foreign Ships," studies the status, rights, privileges, and duties of 
foreign vessels, merchant and naval, in Venezuelan ports. The ninth, 
and last, chapter defines the "Immunities and Privileges of Foreign 
Diplomatic and Consular Agents." 

For a book on a highly technical subject the style is pleasing. 
There seem to be needless repetitions of the same ideas, with only 
slightly changed constructions and relations. Many of these, how- 
ever, occur in quotations; and others doubtless are a result of the 
operation of the legal mind in its effort to heap up arguments, prece- 
dents, and opinions to support its contentions. The book will un- 
doubtedly be very useful to foreigners in Venezuela and also to many 
who are not and never will be in the country but who may have com- 
mercial relations with or merely an intellectual interest in that repubhc. 

William R. Manning. 

Teoria Critica de las Bases del Derecho Internaeional Privado. By 
Seiior Doctor Don Orangel Rodriguez. Caracas: 1917. pp. 
X -f- 466. 

This work is divided into three books. The first treats of what 
private international law is comprised. It contains an interesting 
discussion of the first cause of private international law and a com- 
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parison between public and private international law. It also dis- 
cusses the considerations which Lorimer makes in the classification 
of international law, and the opinion of Surville on the differences 
between public and private international law. The author then cites 
concrete cases in application of what he has stated, among which are 
the case of the Orinoco Steamship Company, Ltd., between the United 
States and Venezuela, one of the claims between Mexico and Vene- 
zuela, and the Rudloff case. 

The first chapter of his first book deals with fundamental notions. 
He states that while man is generally subject to the laws of his native 
country, he often resides or is domiciled in another state, or travels 
beyond the jurisdiction of the laws of his own state, and comes imder 
foreign control. He points out that public international law, equally 
with private international law, has for the reason of its existence the 
change of abode and of relations between men of different states, which 
supposes relations of a public character as much as those of a private 
character. The first is found in relations of general interest between 
the states, while the second is supported in the relations which are 
of private interest, or which include that interest. 

The author shows that it is not disputable that relations strictly 
civil enter in the sphere of private international law. But the same 
does not happen with reference to mercantile relations. It can be 
pretended that commercial law is of a different nature from civil law. 
He states consequently the affinity between public international and 
private international law, which is constituted by the circumstance 
that both suppose relations between states and is to be understood 
solely in the limited form that the principles of the first determine 
the original foundation of the extra-territoriality applications which 
serve as the object for the second. 

The second book treats of the sources of private international 
law and the connection between jurisprudence, customs and treaties. 
The conflicts of jurisprudence and of treaties are given considerable 
thought. To find the foimtain of international private law various 
origins have been proposed, such as custom, jurisprudence, interna- 
tional treaties, and the doctrines of jurisconsults. The author believes 
that states ought not to legislate over foreign rights. 

In his third book the author discusses the judicial reasons for the 
extra-territoriahty of laws, the absolute sovereignty of nations, and 
the theory of strict law. He states that extra-territoriality of laws 
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is due above all to international convention. He shows that, accord- 
ing to Savigny, a system of universal justice is considered as the foun- 
dation of the extra-territoriality of laws, but that his theory lacks 
scientific value. His conclusion is that extra-territoriaUty is not 
founded on the principles of justice. 

This work shows a large amount of study and research. The 
standing of the distinguished writer justifies its careful study in order 
that those who are interested in international law may profit by the 
views he offers and by the examples he sets forth. The book is among 
the notable contributions of South American intemationahsts during 

■ Waltee S. Penfield. 

EUrmnts d' Introduction gSnirale d I' Etude des Sciences juridiques. I: 
La Definition du Droit. By Henri L6vy-Ullmann. Paris: 
Recueil Sirey. 1917. pp. 176. 10 fr. 

The remark of Kant that jurists still are attempting to discover 
an acceptable definition of law is as true today as it was when the 
Critique of Pure Reason was first printed. There are only a handful 
of sciences which can successfully construct definitions — mathe- 
matics, pure mechanics, logic. The rest, which do not deal with an 
arbitrary subject-matter, never arrive at more than provisional, util- 
itarian, and hypothetical definitions. Would it not be more useful 
if the effort had been made, not to attempt another hypothetical defi- 
nition to be added to an already considerable list of ventures in this 
direction, but to investigate the bases of legal definitions, the consid- 
erations which may or do enter into the construction of such definitions? 
No thoroughgoing effort of this kind seems to be recorded. That 
at least would be a novelty, which the search for a definition of law is 
not. Among such considerations (some of which are discussed by the 
author in a criticism of previous definitions) are the various metaphys- 
ical and practical points of view, the genetic, historical, comparative, 
and dogmatic approaches, causal and teleological methods, sources, 
forms of expression, forms of application, sustaining factors, etc. 

There are two general types of definitions, the material (of which 
the sociological definitions are examples, e.g., Jhering, Duguit) and the 
formal (of which the author notes the definition of Zacharise as an 
example). The author takes a middle ground by departing from 
the method of Jhering to arrive at a new formal method. Juridical 



